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Mr. Tow's ShOp in Lamden Town, somcthmfr
which struck me as being remar kably chaste
—and good, I “téok . stock” of of it for a note:
itwas a pnnettc of -the proprictor’s 5r's manuface
ture, with an iron frame; where the. tone
comes from perhaps the maler can_explain;
: but, as it stands, no onc would say it was
the trade at home—notably Hopkinson’s,
Kirkman’s, and Collard’s, all of whom have

brought out some really magnificetinstro—

ments. worthy of their respective reputations, .

aL popular prices; this is as it should be, and
which,-had it been. done. a_few years_since,
would not have given the foreigner the busi-
ness he hashad. -

By the time these notes are in print many
of mv travelling brethren will have started to
__um,ncl the mysteries of 1885. 'We'love old
friends, and, though thepastyear might-have-
heen kinder, it might have been worse, and

cre he fadcs from | us, and becomes onI}

mcinory, let us mete lmn out a {ull measure
of respect; and to the new year let us offer
hearty and hopeful '*'Lctting, and in Scotch
fshion let us of the * noisy” trade, with hand

in hand, and arms rmsmd, join heartily in 1

wishing one another a H-'lppy New Year, and
chorus the aspiration_that it ‘may turn out
to Le that time about which pocts in all ages
have sung, the Good Time Coming.
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Goorgn Jones.

T suhjcct of our sketch was born at. the
cast‘end of London in the year 1832, and at the
carly age of five years displayed a natural taste
fur musicand at cight years of age he was an
excellent” performer on the Ifrench accordion;
which was then becoming a very popular instru-
ment. - A friend of his I'athcr’s_:, Mr. Austin, one
of the outdoor worlcmen at Messrs. Wheatstone's
patentees of the coneerting), L(J()I-: great interest
in h:m, and frequently sent him with messages to
the firm, where he had the opportunity of hear-
g various performers on the instrument then
rising in fivoor, which awakened a desire in him
0 brzecome hetter pequainted with it. Soon alter,
- Mr. Skeats, whose many improvements in the I'n-
ulish concertina have made his name well known,
commenced manufaetaring, Mro Austin being
engraged by him on the establishment, introduced
his yoring friend 1o Mr. Skeats, whose service 1.\(.
entered witli a'view (o '111111:':'1!”'{ ship,, 1)1:1 he wis
Ctompelled Lo deave after a few months, in conge-

ence .ol Dis Tarhicr thinking that the ‘business {-
wnulfl not: b -a cnuednns, lhu,mgh the kindness
"My, Skeats, from “whom he had learnt the

f'lf)umlwr)ll of yeed:imickings and !unl,n[f he wiy
rn,,J.h]u! to repair his owh instrument, which led

up to his -working for various shops, until Mr.
Austin left Mr. Skeats and started on his own
account, when young Jones was articled to him
—for—amte-ltm,—d.uring_which_hﬁ_lzgcamc a perfect
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master of all the branches in the trade, and what-
ever at that time was done by hand. The Ger-
man concertina, a square instrument (a mu-
sical toy), for it had but ten keys,was introduced,
and was quickly followed by one of twenty keys.

did, and produced an Anglo-German instrument
[_with twenty-six keys, which embraced the chro-

matic scale, and :upon which he performed in
public with great success. After having served
his time with Mr. Austin, he not only managed
the manufacturing part of the business, but also
a retail establishment in the Commercial Road,
where he commenced business {or himself., Here
he has introduced new machinery and other im-
provements which have enabled him to-produce

agreaternumber of instruments at reduced prices,

He commenced to teach this, and soon discovered
the possibility of adding more keys, which he
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he having the advantage of being well acquainted
with their construction. ‘J’_tkm« the Anglo-
German concertina his principal’ study, he ex-
tended the compass to-thirty keys,.introducing
broad steel notes or reeds; to these, with many
other improvements, may be attributed the great
success of the concertina trade. We may add

{-that the latest of his-improvements-is-the newly-
patefited ‘Instrument-with-forty-two keys—with-

out altering the position of the usual twenty
keys—being the most perfect yet produced.

whom [#m personatlyac
recall one single instanc
tion has been made to me
believed—and shall conti
abounds in the piancfort
in almost any other busin

-Yours,-&c., W,
- Southport,-Dec.-4,-1884.

The Retent Fire at

-  pw %9



